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To All Crediton Town Councillors 
 
You are hereby summoned to attend a Full Council meeting, which will be held on Tuesday, 
March 3, 2026, at 19:00, at Crediton Library. Belle Parade, Crediton. 
 
This meeting may be livestreamed via Facebook in order to allow Members of the Public to 
watch the meeting. 
 
The purpose of the meeting is to transact the following business. 

 

Rachel Avery FSLCC 

Town Clerk 

Thursday, 26 February 2026 

 

Please note that: 

- Members of the Press & Public are invited to attend under the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. Members of the public will be given the 
opportunity to address councillors in attendance as part of the agenda. 
 

- Under the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014, any members 
of the public or press are allowed to take photographs, film and audio record the 
proceedings and report on all public sections of the meeting. 
 

- Under the Local Government Act (LGA) 1972 Sch 12 10(2)(b), Crediton Town 
Council is unable to make any decision on matters not listed within the agenda. 
 

- Crediton Town Council will always attempt to record and livestream meetings to 
Crediton Town Council’s social media platforms. 

 

 

 

 

Manor Office, 6 North Street 
Crediton 

Devon  
EX17 2BT 

Telephone: 01363 773717  
Email: reception@crediton.gov.uk 
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AGENDA 
 
 
 

2026/440 - Welcome and Introduction 
Opening of meeting by the Chair and member introductions  
 

2026/441 - Public Question Time 
To receive questions from members of the public relevant to the work of the council (a 
maximum of 15 minutes is allowed for this item; verbal questions should not exceed 3 
minutes)  
 

2026/442 - Apologies 
To receive and accept Town Councillor apologies (apologies should be made to the Town 
Clerk)  
 

2026/443 - Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 
 

2026/443.1 - To receive declarations of personal interest and disclosable pecuniary 
interests (DPI’s) in respect of items on this agenda 
 

2026/443.2 - To consider any dispensation requests (requests should be made to the 
Town Clerk prior to the meeting) 
 

2026/444 - Order of Business 
At the discretion of the Chair, to adjust, as necessary, the order of agenda items to 
accommodate visiting members, officers or members of the public  
 

2026/445 - Chair's and Clerk's Announcements 
To receive any announcements which the Chair and Town Clerk may wish to make (for 
information only)  
 

2026/446 - Town Council Minutes 
To approve and sign the minutes of the meetings held on Tuesday 3 February and Tuesday 
17 February, as a correct record (minutes will be issued prior to the meeting)  
 

2026/447 - District and County Councillor Reports 
To receive and note written reports from District and County Councillors  
 

2026/448 - Reports from Outside Bodies 
Hayward’s Educational Foundation  
Crediton United Charities  
Devon Association of Local Councils 
Crediton Twinning Association  
Boniface Link Association  
Friends of Crediton Station  
Sustainable Crediton  
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Boniface Trail Association  
Crediton Chamber of Commerce  
Okehampton Rail Forum  
League of Friends of Crediton Hospital  
Age Concern Trustee  
North Devon Line Stakeholder Forum  
 

2026/449 - Mid Devon District Council Planning Applications 
MDDC Planning Public Access Portal - Mid Devon District Council, the determining Authority, 
has asked for comments from this Town Council on the following planning applications: 

26/00129/CAT | Notification of intention to remove 1 Eastern red cedar tree to ground level 
within a Conservation Area | 1 Mount Pleasant Park Street Crediton Devon EX17 3EG (extension 
requested) 

26/00167/CAT | Notification of intention to fell 2 Palm trees within a Conservation Area | 
Wistaria House Dental Western Road Crediton Devon EX17 3LT (extension requested) 

26/00247/FULL | Erection of external staircase to coffee shop and erection of security fencing | 
Eakers DIY Marsh Lane Lords Meadow Industrial Estate Crediton Devon EX17 1ES 

26/00116/HOUSE | Erection of a single storey extensions | 1 Penton Close Crediton Devon EX17 
1BQ 

26/00244/CAT | Notification of intention to reduce vertical growth of 1 Poplar by 4m, reduce 
upper canopy of 1 Turkey Oak by 3m, reduce crown of 1 Hornbeam by 2.5m, thin internal growth 
of 1 Sugar Maple by 10%, remove to ground level 1 Cypress and reduce canopy of 1 Magnolia by 
1.5m in a Conservation Area | Poundsgate Pounds Hill Crediton Devon EX17 1DT 

26/00228/CAT | Notification of intention to pollard 1 Sycamore tree within the Conservation 
Area | Triangle House Pounds Hill Crediton Devon EX17 1DT 

26/00256/ADVERT | Advertisement Consent to display 3 internally illuminated fascia signs and 
4 non-illuminated graphic signs | TESCO Joseph Locke Way Crediton Devon EX17 3FD 

26/00255/FULL | Erection of a retail services kiosk | TESCO Joseph Locke Way Crediton Devon 
EX17 3FD 

26/00208/FULL | Change of use of existing warehouse buildings to a House in Multiple 
Occupation (Use Class C4), including a single-storey rear extension, refurbishment of two 
commercial units, and provision of amenity space, parking, and turning facilities | Woods Group 
32 - 35 Exeter Road Crediton Devon EX17 3BP 

 

2026/450 - Mid Devon District Council Planning Decisions 
Mid Devon District Council, the determining Authority, has APPROVED the following 
applications with conditions as filed: 

 
Ref: 25/01686/FULL 
Proposal: Replacement of wastewater treatment works to include two-storey building and 
two silos 
Location: Crediton Dairy Ltd, Church Lane, Crediton Devon 
  
 

https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/search.do?action=simple
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=T9OMOBKS04G00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=T9OMOBKS04G00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=T9ZVIPKS04G00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=T9ZVIPKS04G00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TALJB2KS05K00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TALJB2KS05K00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=T9KZ6DKS04G00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=T9KZ6DKS04G00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TAK8UQKS05K00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TAK8UQKS05K00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TAK8UQKS05K00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TAK8UQKS05K00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TAJKP6KS07T00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TAJKP6KS07T00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TANF73KS05K00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TANF73KS05K00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TANE11KS05K00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TANE11KS05K00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TACA09KS07T00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TACA09KS07T00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TACA09KS07T00&prevPage=inTray
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TACA09KS07T00&prevPage=inTray
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Ref: 26/00044/HOUSE 
Proposal: Conversion of garage to utility with pitched roof above 
Location: 14 Fairfield Road, Crediton, Devon 
  
Ref: 25/01484/HOUSE 
Proposal: Erection of single storey rear extension and installation of rear flat roof dormer 
Location: 13 Greenway, Crediton, Devon, EX17 3LP 
 

2026/451 - Premises Licence 
To consider and comment on an application from Eakers Ltd for a new premises licence  
 

2026/452 - Crediton Urban Taskforce [CUT!] 
To receive the report and note the contents therein  
 

2026/453 - Youth Committee 
Following the resignation of Cllr Backhouse, to appoint a councillor to the Youth Committee  
 

2026/454 - Grass Verge Cutting Contract 
To receive the report and consider the quotations therein for the 2026-27 grass verge 
cutting contract  
 

2026/455 - Highways 
To receive correspondence regarding road surfacing at Barnfield and to consider any further 
actions   
 

2026/456 - Local Government Reorganisation 
To receive the report and approve the recommendations therein  
 

2026/457 - Date of next meeting 
To note that the date of the next meeting will be Tuesday 17 March.  
 

2026/458 - Reports Pack 
 
 
Attachments – for internal use only 
AI 446 - 2026-02-03 - Full Council - Minutes.pdf  
2026-02-17 - Full Council - Minutes.pdf  
AI 447 - Cllr Downes MDDC Report.pdf  
AI 451 - Premises Licence - Eakers Ltd.pdf  
AI 452 - CUT Report.docx  
AI 454 - Grass verge cutting report.pdf  
AI 455 - Barnfield emails _ images.pdf  
AI 456 - LGR Report.docx  
01PKMFS7F6V5O7XU4SPNH YRWR2R7IMXFOV_01PKMFS7AVFDNMC JBZFVG YFZQDML67WRZX 01PKMFS7F6V5O7XU4SPNH YRWR2R7IMXFOV_01PKMFS7G DKOV4YLMRBBDLUQXRAKPG 3UUY 01PKMFS7F6V5O7XU4SPNH YRWR2R7IMXFOV_01PKMFS7FSB6O3DUUV55BLWR5G KH YWM4CP 01PKMFS7F6V5O7XU4SPNH YRWR2R7IMXFOV_01PKMFS7DMCYRV3T26UZELXG TM3G Y6YYKC 01PKMFS7F6V5O7XU4SPNH YRWR2R7IMXFOV_01PKMFS7H VWTIUKFSONVDZ3RRMYXRIFFBF 01PKMFS7F6V5O7XU4SPNH YRWR2R7IMXFOV_01PKMFS7CJBMZJ63O4KBBL2RZLA4JH 2INI 01PKMFS7F6V5O7XU4SPNH YRWR2R7IMXFOV_01PKMFS7EML5UJ66PMIV CZ5DPIQOVFSWMT 01PKMFS7F6V5O7XU4SPNH YRWR2R7IMXFOV_01PKMFS7G ZESICRT3YOVH 2EU5F2WWVGG 4N    
 
 

https://creditontc.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/DemocraticServices/Shared%20Documents/Full%20Town%20Council/Meetings/2026-03-03%20-%20Full%20Council/458%20-%20Reports%20Pack/AI%20446%20-%202026-02-03%20-%20Full%20Council%20-%20Minutes.pdf
https://creditontc.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/DemocraticServices/Shared%20Documents/Full%20Town%20Council/Meetings/2026-03-03%20-%20Full%20Council/458%20-%20Reports%20Pack/2026-02-17%20-%20Full%20Council%20-%20Minutes.pdf
https://creditontc.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/DemocraticServices/Shared%20Documents/Full%20Town%20Council/Meetings/2026-03-03%20-%20Full%20Council/458%20-%20Reports%20Pack/AI%20447%20-%20Cllr%20Downes%20MDDC%20Report.pdf
https://creditontc.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/DemocraticServices/Shared%20Documents/Full%20Town%20Council/Meetings/2026-03-03%20-%20Full%20Council/458%20-%20Reports%20Pack/AI%20451%20-%20Premises%20Licence%20-%20Eakers%20Ltd.pdf
https://creditontc.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/DemocraticServices/Shared%20Documents/Full%20Town%20Council/Meetings/2026-03-03%20-%20Full%20Council/458%20-%20Reports%20Pack/AI%20452%20-%20CUT%20Report.docx
https://creditontc.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/DemocraticServices/Shared%20Documents/Full%20Town%20Council/Meetings/2026-03-03%20-%20Full%20Council/458%20-%20Reports%20Pack/AI%20454%20-%20Grass%20verge%20cutting%20report.pdf
https://creditontc.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/DemocraticServices/Shared%20Documents/Full%20Town%20Council/Meetings/2026-03-03%20-%20Full%20Council/458%20-%20Reports%20Pack/AI%20455%20-%20Barnfield%20emails%20_%20images.pdf
https://creditontc.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/DemocraticServices/Shared%20Documents/Full%20Town%20Council/Meetings/2026-03-03%20-%20Full%20Council/458%20-%20Reports%20Pack/AI%20456%20-%20LGR%20Report.docx
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Minutes of the Full Council meeting held on Tuesday, 3 February 2026  
at 19:00 in Crediton Library, Belle Parade, Crediton 

 

Present: Cllrs Steve Huxtable, Guy Cochran, Giles Fawssett, John Downes, Joyce 

Harris, Liz Brookes-Hocking, Natalia Letch, Rachel Backhouse, Vix Frisby 

and Jim Cairney (part meeting) 

Apologies:  Cllr Paul Perriman 

 

In Attendance: 3 members of the public 

 

Minute Taker:  Emma Anderson 

 

MINUTES 

 

2026/400  WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION  

The Chair opened the meeting and members introduced themselves. 

  

2026/401  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  

Members of the public asked the following questions: 

• Who makes decisions, councillors or staff? The Chair confirmed the answer is 

both depending on what it is. 

• Who decided on the £12,000 for the collated summer programme? The Chair 

confirmed that decision was agreed by Full Council, at the budget meeting. This 

was queried again and the Chair confirmed it would be looked into and 

responded to.  

• Regarding the Summer Festival proposal, had the rewritten proposal been 

submitted by the 30th of November as previously discussed? The Chair 

confirmed it wasn’t and that the proposal on the agenda was the first 

submission.  

• The wording on the previous minutes regarding the approval to purchase a new 

noticeboard was queried. The Chair confirmed the noticeboard was ordered on 

21 January.  

• There is a bench upside down on the Square, the clock hasn’t been repaired, 

noticeboard hasn’t arrived. Are these operational matters? The Chair confirmed 

these tasks are all in hand. 

• A matter regarding a complaint to the Monitoring Officer was raised. The Chair 

confirmed this is not a matter for the Town Council.   

• Is the Owl working this evening and have you made checks to confirm this? 

Members of the public make the decision not to come to meetings because they 

can watch the meeting and quite often it is not working. Can you make checks 

beforehand to let the public know if the Owl is not working? The Chair confirmed 

this would be looked into by close of business next Friday.  
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• Regarding public question time, how long can a member of the public 

reasonably be expected to wait for an answer? Can the Council formalise in a 

policy what length of time would be reasonable? The Chair confirmed the aim is 

to respond by Friday of the week following the meeting, but a formal policy on 

response times would be considered by close of business next Friday. 

• When will audio recordings be implemented? The Chair confirmed this would be 

looked into by close of business next Friday.   

• Why are we paying for the Windows upgrade, what does the £1,000 cover and 

have you been receiving security updates? The Chair confirmed this would be 

looked into.   

  

2026/402  APOLOGIES  

This item was not discussed and apologies received from Cllr Perriman will be 

included at the next meeting.  

  

2026/403  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

  

2026/403.1  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST AND DISCLOSABLE 

PECUNIARY INTERESTS (DPI’S) IN RESPECT OF ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA  

None.  

2026/403.2  TO CONSIDER ANY DISPENSATION REQUESTS (REQUESTS SHOULD BE 

MADE TO THE TOWN CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING)  

None. 

  

2026/404  ORDER OF BUSINESS  

There were no changes to the order of business.  

  

2026/405  CHAIR'S AND CLERK'S ANNOUNCEMENTS  

There were no announcements. 

  

2026/406  TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES  

The minutes from three previous meetings were reviewed:  

• Full Council on 6 January 2026 

Cllr Backhouse requested that minute no. 2026/373 includes confirmation 

that additional comments submitted in the grass cutting consultation will be 

reviewed.  

Decision: It was resolved to approve the minutes of the Full Council 

meeting held on 06 January 2026, subject to including the comment above. 

(Proposed by Cllr Harris) 

• Extra Ordinary Full Council on 13 January 2026 

A member of the public raised that a query regarding audio recordings was 

not included in the minutes. 

Cllr Frisby noted that the recorded vote under minute no. 2026/385.2 

needed amending as the names of councillors voting for were missing. 

Cllr Backhouse raised concerns regarding the accuracy of minute no. 

2026/385.1 regarding her questions about the budget, specifically funds 

allocated for the Summer Festival and also civic events. 

Decision: It was resolved to review the minutes and present at the next 

Full Council meeting. (Proposed by Cllr Huxtable) 
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• Full Council on 20 January 2026  

Decision: It was resolved to approve the minutes of the Full Council 

meeting held on 20 January 2026, subject to amending a spelling mistake 

under minute no. 2026/399, "Buckhouse". (Proposed by Cllr Harris) 

 
Cllr Cairney left the meeting at 19.29 
  

 2026/407 MID DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

26/00044/HOUSE | Conversion of garage to utility with pitched roof above | 14 

Fairfield Road Crediton Devon EX17 2EQ 

Decision: It was resolved to recommend NO OBJECTION. (Proposed by Cllr 

Brookes-Hocking) 

Task: Submit planning comments to MDDC. @Emily Armitage 

  

2026/408  MID DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  

The Council noted the approval of several planning applications. 

  

2026/409  GRANTS 2026-2027  

The Council reviewed the Town Clerk's report on the allocation of grants for the 

financial year 2026/27. Cllr Letch queried the budget figures, requesting 

confirmation of the grants budget agreed for 2026/27. The Deputy Clerk confirmed 

the budget is set at £54,500 

Decision: It was resolved to approve the report regarding the allocation of grants 

for the financial year 2026-2027. (Proposed by Cllr Huxtable)  

  

2026/410  GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 2026-2029  

  

2026/410.1  TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE CREATION OF A TASK AND FINISH 

GROUP TO CONSIDER TENDERS AND RECOMMEND A PREFERRED 

CONTRACTOR TO FULL COUNCIL ON 17 FEBRUARY 2026  

Decision: It was resolved to approve the creation of a Task and Finish Group to 

review tenders for the grounds maintenance contract and recommend a preferred 

contractor to the Full Council on 17 February 2026. (Proposed by Cllr Downes) 

  

2026/410.2  TO APPROVE THE DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE TASK AND 

FINISH GROUP  

Decision: It was resolved to approve the Terms of Reference for the Task and 

Finish Group. (Proposed by Cllr Harris) 

  

2026/410.3  TO APPROVE MEMBERSHIP OF THE TASK AND FINISH GROUP  

Decision: It was resolved to approve Cllrs Fawssett, Stanford, Harris, Huxtable, 

and Letch as members of the Task & Finish Group. (Proposed by Cllr Huxtable)  

  

2026/410.4  TO AGREE A DATE FOR THE TASK AND FINISH GROUP MEETING  

Decision: It was agreed that the Task & Finish Group would meet on Wednesday, 

11 February 2026 at 7:00 pm to review the tenders and provide a recommendation 

to Full Council.  

Task: Circulate details of the T&F Group meeting, due to be held on 11 February 

2026, to appointed members. @Emma Anderson  
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2026/411  SUMMER FESTIVAL  

Tim Bland, the Events and Town Centre Officer, presented a report regarding the 

Crediton Town Summer Programme 2026. The report outlined the proposed 

activities, including Crediton Food Festival, the Boniface Bash, and other combined 

events with partner organisations including a youth fringe festival. 

Cllr Backhouse expressed discomfort with the proposal and the way in which the 

budget was approved at the meeting on 13 January, before the proposal had been 

received.  

The Events and Town Centre Officer emphasised the importance of cohesive 

communication and collaboration among various community projects. The officer 

highlighted that the objective was not to propose new expenditures but to ensure 

existing events were coordinated effectively to maximise community engagement.  

There was debate regarding the marketing budget, with concerns raised about the 

allocation of £4,000 for marketing, which was seen as a substantial portion of the 

overall budget. The officer explained that effective marketing required specialisms 

such as working with videographers and print partners to reach a broader audience 

beyond social media.  

The concept of match funding and income generation from ticketed events was 

discussed at length. The officer clarified that match funding would be sought for 

specific strands of the event, and any income generated would be reinvested into 

the programme. There was some confusion among councillors about the 

mechanics of match funding and whether it implied spending beyond the council's 

allocated budget.  

The importance of establishing a task and finish group or steering committee to 

oversee the event planning was discussed. Councillors expressed support for this 

approach, recognising the need for a collaborative effort to manage the event and 

avoid overspending.  

Decision: It was resolved to approve the recommendations in the report for the 

Summer Festival 2026, with the addition of a task force or working group being 

considered at the next Full Council meeting to oversee the summer programme's 

implementation. (Proposed by Cllr Brookes-Hocking, Cllr Backhouse voted against) 

Task: Devise report regarding the creation of a task force/working group to oversee 

the implementation of the Crediton Summer Programme 2026, to be considered by 

Full Council on 17 February. @Rachel Avery @Tim Bland 

  

2026/412  FORWARD PLANNING AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  

Councillor Brookes-Hocking presented a detailed report on forward planning and 

community engagement, building on the outcomes of three previous community 

conversations. The report highlighted the need to consider future development in 

Crediton, particularly in the Barnfield area, and the importance of addressing 

community concerns about increased traffic.  

The report included a proposal to commission a professional traffic assessment to 

evaluate the potential impact of various development scenarios on traffic 

movements in Barnfield. Several cllrs were concerned about the timing and 

necessity of the traffic survey, given that the specific development plans for 

Barnfield were not yet finalised. Members of the public raised concerns regarding  
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actions related to the Crediton Bypass as agreed at a previous meeting as well as 

spending money on what is a highway concern. 

Cllrs considered consulting residents about the proposed traffic assessment at the 

Community Conversation, due to be held on 14 March 2026. Cllr Brookes-Hocking 

would report back to Full Council based on the results. Cllr Downes requested that 

the recommendations be made explicitly clear in the report.  

Decision: The date of the Community Conversation, being held on 14 March 2026 

was noted. 

Decision: It was resolved to defer this item and gather resident-based evidence at 

the upcoming Community Conversation, with Cllr Brookes-Hocking reporting back 

to Full Council. (Proposed by Cllr Brookes-Hocking, Cllrs Backhouse and Letch 

abstained) 

Task: Gather feedback on the proposal for a traffic assessment at Barnfield at the 

Community Conversation, due to be held on 14 March 2026 and report back to Full 

Council. @Liz Brookes-Hocking 

  

2026/413  MICROSOFT WINDOWS UPGRADE  

Members debated the cost implications of upgrading to Microsoft Windows 11 as 

the upgrade itself is free. Concerns were also raised regarding the security 

vulnerabilities of continuing to use Windows 10, which is no longer supported by 

Microsoft. It was noted that extended security updates are available, but the council 

questioned why their IT support provider had not already suggested or 

implemented the upgrade. The council agreed to defer the decision until further 

investigations could be made into what the cost included and why the upgrade 

hadn't happened sooner. 

Decision: It was resolved to defer this item in order to obtain further information 

and clarity from the council's IT providers. (Proposed by Cllr Huxtable) 

Task: Obtain clarification on the proposed Windows upgrade expenditure, 

investigate why the IT support company failed to act on known deadlines for 

Windows upgrades and confirm that security updates are still being received. 

@Emma Anderson 

  

2026/414  RAILFUTURE  

  

2026/414.1  TO CONSIDER JOINING THE NORTH DEVON RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT 

ALLIANCE, AT NO COST TO CREDITON TOWN COUNCIL  

Decision: It was resolved to join the North Devon Railway Development Alliance. 

(Proposed by Cllr Huxtable) 

  

2026/414.2  TO AGREE REPRESENTATIVES TO ATTEND MEETINGS, INCLUDING THE 

AGM ON 06 MARCH 2026  

Decision: It was resolved to appoint Cllrs Huxtable, Cairney & Cochran as 

representatives. (Proposed by Cllr Huxtable) 

  

2026/415  NEWCOMBES MEADOW TOILET REPAIRS  

The council reviewed the report on necessary repairs for Newcombes Meadow 

toilets, noting the frustration with recurring issues and the Chair confirmed the town 

centre CCTV did capture the incident.  
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Decision: It was resolved to approve the repair costs up to the value of £513.35 

with the overspend coming from General Reserves. (Cllr Huxtable) 

Task: Instruct the engineers to carry out the repairs on Newcombes toilet. @Emma 

Anderson 

  

2026/416  DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

It was noted that the date of the next meeting would be Tuesday, 17 February 

2026. Meeting closed at 20.54. 

  

2026/417  REPORTS PACK  

  

  
 

 

 

 

Signed …………………………………………………………………………….……  

 

Dated…………………………………. 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

Manor Office, 6 North Street 
Crediton 

Devon  
EX17 2BT 

Telephone: 01363 773717  
Email: reception@crediton.gov.uk 

 

Crediton Town Council complies with the General Data Protection Regulation.  
Copies of the Council’s Data Protection Privacy Policy and Notices can be found at www.crediton.gov.uk.  

 

Page 79 

Minutes of the Full Council meeting held on Tuesday, February 17, 2026 at 19:30, at Crediton 
Library, Belle Parade, Crediton, EX17 2AA 

 
Present: Cllrs Steve Huxtable, Guy Cochran, Giles Fawssett, Jim Cairney, Joyce 

Harris, Natalia Letch, Rachel Backhouse, Tim Stanford and Liz Brookes-

Hocking 

 

Apologies: Cllrs John Downes, Vix Frisby and Paul Perriman 

 

In Attendance: 8 members of the public 

 Dennis Cavanagh, Exeter City Council 

 

Minute Taker: Rachel Avery, Town Clerk 

 

MINUTES 

 

2026/418  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  

Cllr Huxtable opening the meeting, and members introduced themselves. 

 

The following questions/comments were raised by members of the public: 

- Concerns were raised about the rise in substance abuse in the area and the 

potential benefit of installing sharps bins to address this issue. The member of 

the public mentioned her discussions with local police and the charity 

‘Together’, who were supportive of the initiative. However, Mid Devon Council 

had informed her there was no funding available for the bins. Cllr Huxtable 

suggested organising a meeting with the member of the public District Cllr 

Cochran, to explore further actions 

- Whether Nexus Systems should perform the Windows 11 upgrade free of 

charge. Cllr Huxtable acknowledged the issue and indicated that discussions 

were ongoing 

- The cost and warranty of a replacement laptop was questioned, which Cllr 

Huxtable confirmed he would provide a response to 

- Why a request for funding the Town Clerk's master's degree was absent from 

the agenda. Cllr Huxtable advised the item was deferred to a future meeting 

due to the length of the agenda 

- Why unapproved draft minutes from previous meetings, dating back to June 

2025, were not on the website. Cllr Huxtable confirmed that he would check and 

provide a response 

- The dangerous parking situation and the lack of response from Devon County 

Council on the matter at Winswood, including parking on the grass verge. 

County Cllr Cairney assured the resident that he would bring up the issue in his 

next meeting with the relevant officer and requested copies of correspondence 

to aid in resolving the matter 

- Whether the published timescale for Old Landscore School was on track. Cllr 

Huxtable confirmed that the council was awaiting the results of feasibility review 

and that decisions would be made once the review was completed 
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- Concerns were raised about the practicalities of maintaining public toilets and 

the paddling pool, with suggestions to allocate funds to the existing leisure 

centre instead.  

2026/419  APOLOGIES  

  

2026/419.1  TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT TOWN COUNCILLOR APOLOGIES (APOLOGIES 

SHOULD BE MADE TO THE TOWN CLERK)  

Decision: Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Downes, Frisby and 

Perriman. (Proposed by Cllr Cochran)  

  

2026/419.2  TO RETROSPECTIVELY RECEIVE AND ACCEPT TOWN COUNCILLOR 

APOLOGIES FROM THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 03 FEBRUARY 2026  

Decision: Retrospective apologies from the meeting held on 03 February 2026 

were received and accepted for Cllr Perriman. (Proposed by Cllr Cochran)  

  

2026/420  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 

   

2026/420.1  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST AND DISCLOSABLE 

PECUNIARY INTERESTS (DPI’S) IN RESPECT OF ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA  

There were no declarations of interest. 

  

2026/420.2  TO CONSIDER ANY DISPENSATION REQUESTS (REQUESTS SHOULD BE 

MADE TO THE TOWN CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING)  

No dispensation requests had been received. 

  

2026/421  ORDER OF BUSINESS  

The Chair exercised discretion to adjust the order of agenda items to accommodate 

attendees; agenda item 431 (Crediton Parkrun) would be taken as item 422, item 

437 (CCTV) would be taken as item 423 and item 428 (Windows 11 Upgrade) 

would be taken as item 424. 

  

2026/422  CHAIR'S AND CLERK'S ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Taken as item 425 

There were no announcements. 

  

2026/423  TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES  

Taken as item 426 

Decision: It was resolved to approve and the minutes of the meetings held on 

Tuesday 13 January 2026 as correct records. (Proposed by Cllr Cochran) 

Decision: It was agreed that the minutes from 03 February 2026 would be 

considered at the next meeting of Full Council, following the highlighting of lack of 

information regarding who proposed a motion.  

  

2026/424  TOWN COUNCIL COMMITTEES AND SUB-COMMITTEES  

Decision: It was resolved to ratify the minutes of the HR Committee meeting held 

on 12 June 2025. (Proposed by Cllr Brookes-Hocking)  

Decision: It was resolved to ratify the minutes of the Youth Committee meeting 

held on 17 July 2025. (Proposed by Cllr Brookes-Hocking)  
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Decision: It was resolved to ratify the minutes of the HR Committee meeting held 

on 02 September 2025. (Proposed by Cllr Brookes-Hocking)  

Decision: It was resolved to ratify the minutes of the Youth Committee meeting 

held on 25 September 2025. (Proposed by Cllr Brookes-Hocking) 

Decision: It was resolved to ratify the minutes of the Youth Committee meeting 

held on 11 November 2025. (Proposed by Cllr Brookes-Hocking) 

  

2026/425  REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

This item was not discussed, due to lack of time. 

  

2026/426  FINANCES  

Taken as item 427 

  

2026/426.1  TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE TRANSACTIONS BETWEEN 01 JANUARY AND 

31 JANUARY 2026  

Decision: It was resolved to approve the transactions between 01 January and 31 

January 2026. (Proposed by Cllr Brookes-Hocking) 

  

2026/426.2  TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE BANK RECONCILIATION TO 31 JANUARY 

2026  

Decision: It was resolved to approve the bank reconciliation to 31 January 2026. 

(Proposed by Cllr Cochran) 

  

2026/426.3  TO NOTE BANK BALANCES TO 31 JANUARY 2026  

The bank balances to 31 January 2026 were noted. 

  

2026/426.4  TO NOTE YEAR TO DATE SPEND  

The year-to-date spend was noted. 

  

2026/426.5  TO NOTE EARMARKED RESERVES BALANCES  

The earmarked reserves balances were noted. 

  

2026/427  EMERGENCY SPENDING  

Taken as item 428 

The contents of the Emergency Spending report were noted. 

  

2026/428  MICROSOFT WINDOWS UPGRADE  

Taken as item 424 

The council discussed the need for a Microsoft Windows upgrade and the options 

presented in the report. The necessity of the upgrade and the potential risks of not 

proceeding with it were considered. It was decided to contact the IT support 

provider and ask for the upgrade to be done free of charge, citing the provider's 

failure to fulfil their managed service agreement.  

 

Decision: It was resolved to contact the IT support provider and ask for the 

Microsoft Windows upgrade to be done free of charge, citing the provider's failure 

to fulfil their managed service agreement. (Proposed by Cllr Backhouse, Cllr 

Cairney abstained) 
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2026/429  GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 2026-29  

The council received the report regarding the Grounds Maintenance Contract for 

2026-29. A working group had been set up to evaluate the proposals, and the 

recommendation was to appoint Contractor A, subject to satisfactory references 

and an on-site meeting. If any issues arose, Contractor B would be considered as  

an alternative. The council expressed appreciation for the efforts of the Deputy 

Clerk in organising the process 

 

Decision: It was resolved to appoint Contractor A for the Grounds Maintenance 

Contract 2026-29, subject to satisfactory references and an on-site meeting. If any 

issues arose, Contractor B would be considered as an alternative. 

(Proposed by Cllr Harris) 

  

2026/430  POLICIES  

The council reviewed and adopted the Public Participation Policy. The changes 

included aligning the policy with Standing Orders, specifying a 15-minute duration 

for public participation, and ensuring responses to public questions were provided 

within 10 working days. 

 

Decision: It was resolved to approve and re-adopt the Public Participation Policy. 

(Proposed by Cllr Harris, Cllr Fawssett and Backhouse abstained) 

  

2026/431  CREDITON PARKRUN  

Taken as item 422 

A representative presented the proposal for establishing a Parkrun in Crediton. She 

highlighted the benefits for local health and businesses, noting that Parkrun is free 

and encourages both running and walking. The proposed route included Barnfield 

and Stoneypark, with assurances that Parkrun would cover public liability insurance 

and that there would be no additional costs relating to hedge and grass 

maintenance. Concerns about parking and public transport were addressed, with 

plans to direct participants to St Saviours Car Park and discourage parking in 

Barnfield. 

 

Decision: It was resolved to grant permission for Parkrun to use Stoneypark as 

part of its permanent route. (Proposed by Cllr Huxtable) 

  

2026/432  NEWCOMBES MEADOW PADDLING POOL  

  

2026/432.1  TO RECEIVE A VERBAL UPDATE FROM THE TOWN CLERK REGARDING THE 

PADDLING POOL  

The Town Clerk provided a verbal update regarding the paddling pool 

refurbishment. The Clerk had met with Mid Devon District Council and discussed 

obtaining more up-to-date costings for a new consultation, but she had been told 

subsequently that that mock-up images would cost £1,700.00. The council stressed 

the importance of receiving detailed written quotes and expressed frustration with 

the slow progress from Mid Devon District Council. The council agreed to continue 

pushing for more information and costings. 
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2026/432.2  TO RECEIVE THE REPORT FROM CLLR BACKHOUSE, AND TO CONSIDER 

AND APPROVE THE RECOMMENDATIONS THEREIN  

Cllr Backhouse presented a report proposing a survey to gather public opinion on 

the paddling pool. The survey was designed to include costings and offer incentives 

for participation. The council debated the length and complexity of the survey, the  

inclusion of costings, and the target audience. Ultimately, the council decided to 

take the survey away, work on it further, and bring it back to a future meeting. A 

working group was formed to refine the survey. 

 

Decision: It was agreed to take the survey away, work on it further, and bring it 

back to a future meeting.  

Decision: It was agreed that Cllrs Backhouse, Frisby, Brookes-Hocking and 

Huxtable would meet to refine the survey. 

  

2026/433  LIBRARIES UNLIMITED CONSULTATION  

The council considered whether to respond to the current consultation regarding 

library services. One member suggested that it would be more appropriate for 

individual members of the public to complete the consultation rather than the 

council as a corporate body. The council reviewed the proposed cutbacks and 

noted that Crediton was faring relatively well compared to other areas like Exeter, 

which faced a 5% reduction in potential hours, and Saint Thomas and Topsham, 

which faced 60-65% reductions. 

The importance of the library to the community was emphasised, and it was 

suggested that a reminder be posted on the council's website and Facebook page 

to encourage public participation. There was a consensus that the consultation 

questions were not suitable for a corporate response, and the council decided not 

to respond online. However, it was proposed to send a letter to Devon County 

Council expressing the value of the library to the community and the importance of 

maintaining its services.  

 

Decision: It was resolved that the Town Clerk would draft and circulate a letter, to 

send to DCC no later than Friday 20 February, prior to the end of the consultation.   

(Proposed by Cllr Brookes-Hocking)  

  

2026/434  SUMMER FESTIVAL WORKING GROUP  

The draft Terms of Reference for the Summer Festival Working Group were 

reviewed, and it was noted that they did not specify how often the meetings would 

be held. It was suggested that the frequency of meetings could be similar to the 

fortnightly meetings previously held for Christmas preparations, increasing as the 

event approached. It was agreed that it would be difficult to predict the exact 

frequency of meetings at this stage but acknowledged that flexibility would be 

necessary. 

Decision: It was resolved to approve the Terms of Reference. (Proposed by Cllr 

Brookes-Hocking) 

Decision: it was resolved to appoint Cllrs Huxtable, Frisby, Stanford, Brookes-

Hocking and Backhouse to the Summer Festival Working Group, with formal 

ratification at the next meeting. (Proposed by Cllr Huxtable) 
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2026/435  COMMUNITY CONVERSATION  

Cllr Brookes-Hocking presented the Community Conversation report, which 

included proposals for funding various initial costs associated with setting up a 

Community Land Trust (CLT). The council considered the request for £130.00 to 

cover registration costs with the network of community land trusts and the Financial 

Conduct Authority. It was clarified that this payment was a one-time cost to kickstart 

the CLT, and further membership charges would be considered later. 

Consideration was given to potential funding streams for the CLT and emphasised 

that the CLT would be a community-led initiative, independent of the council, 

although councillors could be involved. The council agreed to support the initial 

costs and approved the principle of £130.00 from earmarked reserves. Additionally, 

the council discussed the proposal to support the community conversation up to 

£260, covering costs for refreshments, printing, and use of the meeting room, which 

was also approved. 

Decision: It was resolved to approve the initial costs for setting up a Community 

Land Trust (CLT) and approved the payment of £130.00 from earmarked reserves.  

Decision: The council decided to support the community conversation up to £260, 

covering costs for refreshments, printing, and use of the meeting room.  

  

2026/436  QE PROJECT MANAGER PROCUREMENT  

Decision: It was resolved to formally ratify Cllr Cairney's position on the QE 

Project Manager Procurement Panel.  

  

2026/437  CCTV  

Taken as item 423 

Dennis Cavanagh, Control Room Operations Manager from Exeter City Council, 

discussed the proposal for Exeter City Council to monitor Crediton's CCTV 

cameras. He emphasised the benefits of proactive monitoring to reduce crime and 

anti-social behaviour and outlined the governance and data protection measures 

Exeter City Council would provide.  

Noting that the council would be considering the approval of the draft Service Level 

Agreement (SLA), he suggested a temporary data sharing agreement to begin 

monitoring immediately, with formal agreements to follow. 

The council discussed the report regarding CCTV. There were concerns about 

compliance with ICO guidelines, particularly regarding the lack of signage indicating 

that areas were being monitored by CCTV. The council noted that while the current 

setup was not illegal, it was non-compliant, and efforts were being made to rectify 

this by installing appropriate signage.  

 

The council agreed to approve the draft agreement with Exeter for monitoring 

CCTV, with the full agreement to be worked on within six months. 

 

Decision: It was resolved to approve the draft agreement with Exeter for 

monitoring CCTV, with the full agreement to be worked on within six months. 

(Proposed by Cllr Harris, Cllr Fawssett voted against) 
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2026/438  DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

The council noted that the date of the next meeting would be Tuesday 03 March 

2026. 

  

2026/439  REPORTS PACK  

  

  

  
 
 

 

 

Signed …………………………………………………………………………….……  

 

Dated…………………………………. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  





































































 
 

 

   

 
 

 
 

[CUT!] Report 

(for noting only) 

 
Report by:   Cllr Backhouse 
To:    Full Council  
Date:    For consideration on 3 March 2026 
 
 
In February, a small team of volunteers — and Natalia, Steve and Rachel — carried out weeding 
along Exeter Road. The area was not too overgrown, but it benefited from a general tidy and 
soil removal. 
 
While we were working, a resident from Saxon Close approached us to ask if we could clear 
some steps nearby. We were happy to help and weeded the steps there and also tidied a small 
additional area in Saxon Close with the resident. 
 
We received some feedback via Facebook regarding the potential impact on bees. While we 
removed more soil than flowering weeds — and there were not many plants of significant value 
to pollinators present — we will remain mindful of where and how we weed in future sessions.  
 
In particular, we will consider timing and areas carefully when planning next February’s work. 
There will be no weeding session in March, as councillors may be attending the Community 
Conversation event. 
 
We have also been approached by Landscore Primary School and will hopefully be working with 
them one afternoon soon. We’re pleased to support this and involve younger members of the 
community where possible. 
 
Our overall aim remains the same: to encourage residents to take pride in and care for their 
own streets, while also stepping in to help in areas where individuals are unable to manage the 
work themselves. We are beginning to see more people taking action locally, which is 
encouraging. With Mid Devon District Council no longer providing this service, community 
involvement is increasingly important in keeping our part of town tidy. 
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Highway Grass Verge Cutting 
 

Report by:   Deputy Clerk 
To:    Full Council 
Date: For consideration on 03 March 2026 
 
Recommendation 
Full Council is recommended to consider quotations received for the grass verge cutting contract 2026-27. 
 

1. Purpose 
1.1 This report sets out quotations received to carry out the highway grass verge cutting on behalf of Devon 

County Council (DCC).   
 

2. Background 
2.1 Highway grass verge cutting has been carried out by Crediton Town Council (CTC) since 2018, as part of 

the Urban Highways Grass Cutting Agreement with DCC.  
2.2 The Community Committee agreed in 2025 to continue to enter the scheme with DCC, after reviewing 

the maps and noting the reduction in areas that would be cut if responsibility were to return to DCC. 
2.3 CTC’s current grass cutting maps are attached as Appendix One. 

 
3. Proposals 

3.1 To review the current grass cutting maps. 
3.2 To appoint a contractor to cut the verges included in Appendix One 6 times per year, subject to any 

amendments made under 3.1. 
  

4. Financial Implications 
4.1 Quotes have been received for 2026-27 and are provided below.  

The budget for 2026-27 is £5,000. The contribution received from DCC is approx. £450-500 per year.   
 

Contractor A Contractor B Contractor C 

£750.00 £960.00 £700.40 

£4,500 / year £5,760 / year £4,202.40 / year 

 
5. Conclusion 

5.1. The cutting of visibility splays is the responsibility of DCC and currently outsourced to CTC. 
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Local Government Reorganisation Report 
 

Report by:   Deputy Clerk 
To:    Full Council 
Date: For consideration on 03 March 2026 
 
Recommendation 
Full Council is recommended to consider and note documentation regarding Local Government Reorganisation 
(LGR) and agree next steps. 
 

1. Purpose 

1.1 This report sets out current information available regarding LGR and the consultation that ends 
on 26 March 2026. 

 
2. Background 

2.1. The consultation for LGR in Devon is live and the deadline for comments is 26 March 2026. The 
consultation can be accessed here: Devon LGR 

2.2. DALC has created a dedicated LRG resource page which can be accessed here: 
devonalc.org.uk/knowledge-bank/devolution/ 

2.3. DALC are also hosting two discussion sessions dedicated to LGR for member councils.  
The two sessions will be held on Thursday, 5 March 2026. Either 10:00am – 11:30am or 6:00pm 
– 7:30pm. Both sessions will be held online via Zoom. 
 

3. Proposals 
3.1 To note the documentation regarding LGR. 
3.2 To note the DALC discussion sessions –  Councillors can book onto a session themselves by 

registering or inform the Clerk and the booking will be made on their behalf. 
3.3 To agree that a full response from Crediton Town Council will be agreed at the next meeting 

(Tuesday 17 March) and for the Town Clerk to receive any initial responses for inclusion in a 
corporate response to the consultation no later than Tuesday 10 March, for inclusion in the 
next agenda pack and discussion at said meeting  

 
4. Conclusion 

4.1. This report provides the necessary information to introduce discussions and provides 
members with time to consider the information before the next meeting on 17 March. 

 

 

https://www.devonlgr.co.uk/
https://devonalc.org.uk/knowledge-bank/devolution/
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